
Doctor Jess on her way  

Two more weeks and 

Emergency Doctor Jess 

Green will be on her way 

to Papua New Guinea.  She 

will spend 3 weeks on 

Manus and Rambutso.  

During her time on Ram-

butso, Dr Green will pro-

vide first aid training to 

aid post staff and villagers, 

as well as provide aware-

ness training at schools 

and community gatherings 

on hygiene and infection 

control.  

These were areas of need 

identified during our visit 

in March 2008.  

Dr Green will also use this 

time to help develop a 

better understanding of 

how future visits 

by Australian doc-

tors could be 

structured and the 

areas of focus 

needed.   

We wish her a 

great trip and 

hope to report to 

you in the next 

newsletter about 

her experiences.  

Batman - The Dark 

Knight  

Our big event this month 

is a charity screening of 

Batman - The Dark Knight. 

If World Youth Day 

stopped you from seeing it 

in the opening weekend, 

donõt worry, join us on 

Friday July 25th  at the 

Hayden Orpheum Picture 

Palace in Cremorne.  

Tenkyu tru and hope to see 

you at one of our next 

events! 

The Health Officer at Panuselu Health Centre 
could use some help 

Editorial by Ruud Dautzenberg 

Village Project Update - Books For Schools by Lynne Shori 

I was born in a palm 

thatched house on poles 

over a reef.  My mother 

lives as she has always 

lived, in a house without 

electricity, running wa-

ter, phone or internal 

toilet. She still doesnõt 

know how to turn on a 

shower or flush a toilet. I 

am the eldest child of 13 

and 7 of my siblings are 

from PNG.   

Until a year ago, I knew 

none of this.  I left Ram-

butso when I was about 

one with my Australian 

Father and had I stayed, 

life would have been very 

different.  

My Fatherõs greatest gift to 

me was a wonderful for-

mal education and in-

credible life experience 

which both opened many 

doors.  So when I returned 

to Rambutso, a personal 

priority was to learn more 

about their education sys-

tem, the challenges faced 

and how FOR could sup-

port the good work being 

done there now.  

During our trip we met 

with teachers and students 

from the three high 

schools on Manus and the 

three primary schools on 

Rambutso.  The people we 

met were inspiring and 

their stories heartbreak-

ing at times.  Returning to 

life in Sydney, it was im-

possible to ignore that 

experience and do noth-

ing.  

One memory that will stay 

with me forever is my 

meeting with a young sci-

ence teacher who led me 

on a tour of his 

ôlaboratoryõ. Not to be put 

off by a complete lack of 

even the most basic labo-

ratory equipment and 

Upcoming 

Events:  

¶ Batman - The Dark 

Knight  
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¶ PNG Independence Day 
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showing wonderful creativity, the 

teacher would draw pictures of the 

equipment they should have on the 

blackboard. He explained how he 

would conduct virtual experiments 

for students by drawing each phase 

of an experiment on the blackboard 

at the same time providing a running 

commentary of the reaction they 

would be seeing if  they had the 

chemicals and equipment to conduct 

a real experiment.  

The opportunity to meet this man was 

truly humbling and inspiring. I am 

reminded of the words of another 

Manusian who told me that ôin Manus 

sometimes you have to make some-

thing out of nothingõ (at the time he 

was showing me the pulley system 

heõd designed out of 3 

saline bags and some 

string to straighten out 

a young boyõs broken 

leg).  

The overriding impres-

sion from these visits 

was that there is much 

good work being done 

in incredibly difficult 

circumstances.  As well, 

it seems much could be 

done in the provision of 

basic supplies as well 

as by providing sup-

port, incentives and 

development so that 

teachers like the science teacher are 

encouraged to continue their amaz-

ing work.   

At the most basic level it is clear that 

a drastic shortage of books poses a 

major challenge.  In a society where 

around 90% of the population lead a 

subsistence farming lifestyle and so 

cannot afford electricity, the sources 

of information we take for granted 

are missing - TV, radio, internet.  For 

these societies, access to books and 

other reading materials takes on a 

heightened importance.  

This photo was taken during our re-

cent trip and shows 

how bad the situa-

tion is. At ECOM 

Secondary School, 

AusAID funding has 

enabled the con-

struction of a new 

library and admin-

istrative section but 

even there, the 

library was poorly 

stocked.  The situa-

tion becomes 

even worse on 

Rambutso 

where each 

school has be-

tween 100 to 

150 students 

but none has 

more than 

three small 

shelves of 

books.  

As we toured 

the schools on 

Rambutso, we 

noticed that 

not one had a dedicated space to 

encourage reading.  Instead books 

were often kept in the Principalõs 

Office.  Now during my schools days, 

this was a place to avoid at all cost 

and visited only under extreme du-

ress.  I suspect things are much the 

same on Rambutso today. 

News Flash  
On 6 July our first shipment of 451 

books (500kgs) left our shores for 

Lae and from there, onto Manus to 

ECOM High School.  

This great achievement so soon af-

ter our visit was possible only 

with the help of several very 

special groups.  

A heart felt thanks to the won-

derful team at Ranfurly Li-

brary  in Rozelle for packing 

and shipping the books to 

Lae ð what a truly amazing 

service you offer!  

Thank you also to the many 

people who helped raise 

funds by attending a screening of 

Rambutso - The Movie, the DVD of 

our recent trip.  To all those who ven-

tured out in truly wretched weather 

for the Premiere and those who en-

dured technology challenges during 

the IAG  screening - a special thanks 

to you all.  

 We hope this is the first of many 

shipments to come and we look for-

ward to reporting how well the books 

were received.  

PS: $1 gets 1kg of books to Rambutso.  

If youõd like to help us send books to 

Rambutso youõd be supporting a fan-

tastic cause. Just drop us a line at 

info@FriendsOfRambutso.org , weõd 

love to hear from you. 

achieved. A 

big thank 

you to all of 

you who 

have sup-

ported us 

in this first 

year. We 

also real-

ised that with even more planned this 

year, we need some more hands and 

Whatõs better for the FOR member 

weekend than to go to the Hunter, 

and find out Hope Estate has one of 

their famous dinner parties in the 

great Cask Hall that same week-

end?  

Thatõs just what happened to us. 

Eight of us set of to the Hunter to re-

flect on the first year of existence of 

Friends Of Rambutso, and we real-

ised how much we have actually 

brains on board (see page 4 as 

well).  

PS: No, we were not able to finish our 

cask. 

Village Project Update - Books For Schools Cõted 

Christmas in July @ Hope Estate by Ruud Dautzenberg 

òHe explained how he would conduct 

virtual experiments ... by drawing 

each phase of an experiment on the 

board at the same time providing a 

running commentary of the reaction 

they would be seeing if  they had the 

chemicals...ó 

Almost Empty Bookshelves 

mailto:info@FriendsOfRambutso.org


There are a small amount of Enter-

tainment Books still available for 

purchase. If you are still consider-

ing your purchase...be quick!!  

So far Friends Of Rambutso has sold 

60 Entertainment Books - not only the 

Sydney and Sydney North edition, 

but also the Parramatta and Canberra 

editions, and even a Brisbane one!  

 

Hospital . 

The money from this fund-

raising drive will primar-

ily go towards purchasing 

water tanks, library 

books, solar lighting for 

study halls, medical sup-

plies and first aid training 

for local communities 

within Rambutso, PNG.  

Thank you to all who helped in this 

fundraising drive. I am sure you have 

helped 

many others 

put on some 

kilos but in 

doing so 

also helped 

the local 

communi-

ties within 

Rambutso, 

PNG.  

Future similar fundraising drives are 

planned. We are looking for volun-

teers to put a box at their work-

place, school, or club. Send an 

email to 

info@FriendsOfRambutso.org if 

you are keen to take a box. The re-

cord so far is two hours for one full 

box of Freddos!  

Friends Of Rambutso is proud to 

be screening the ea-

gerly awaited new 

film - Batman - The 

Dark Knight on Fri-

day 25th July.    

 

Drinks will start at 

7.30pm, with a screen-

ing of Rambutso - The 

Movie before the main 

feature at 9.15pm.   The 

evening will be held at the wonderful 

Hayden Orpheum Picture Palace, 380 

Military Road, Cremorne.  

  

The film stars the late  Heath Ledger 

as well as Christian Bale, Maggie 

Gyllenhaal, Michael Caine and Gary 

Oldman.    

With the help of Lieu-

tenant Jim Gordon 

and District Attorney 

Harvey Dent, Batman 

sets out to destroy 

organised crime in 

Gotham for good. The 

triumvirate proves to 

be effective, but they 

soon find themselves 

prey to a 

rising criminal master-

mind known as the Joker, 

who thrusts Gotham into 

anarchy and forces the 

Dark Knight ever closer 

to crossing the fine line 

between hero and vigi-

lante.  

  

Invite your friends to come along too 

- Bat fans or not that are sure to enjoy 

the evening.  

 

Go to http://

www.friendsoframbutso.com/

Events.html  to book your ticket 

online. Tickets are $20 each (drinks 

not included).  

 

Cadbury® Fundraiser Drive by Ryan Miller 

During June and July 

2008, Friends of Ram-

butso (FOR) members as 

well as family and 

friends embarked on 

raising urgently needed 

funds by way of a Cad-

bury® Fundraiser Drive.  

Certain Cadbury prod-

ucts were selected to be 

primarily sold at workplaces, schools 

and in the general community. The 

products included Caramello Koalas, 

Freddos, Brunch Bars, Snakes and 

Mixed Jelliesé all the healthy stuff of 

course. Products were sold for either 

$1 or $2, and for every product sold, 

half of all monies raised went directly 

to FOR. 

The fundraiser proved very success-

ful with all 18 boxes of goods being 

sold in a one month timeframe which 

raised approximately $450. Thanks 

to all of you at CBA , University of 

NSW, Craft Australia , Cardno , IAG , 

Pro Dive Drum-

moyne , Hagemeyer , 

Broadcast Australia , 

Atlantis Relocations , 

Sydney Aquarium , 

Yates Avenue Public 

School , Homebush 

Public School , and 

Royal Prince Alfred 

Calling All Bat Fans! by Caroline Boyce 

Heath Ledger as the Joker 

Welcome to a world without rules 

Mmm, even on paper they 
look delicious 

FOR poster 

Fundraising at Cardno 

Thereõs Still Time 
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Friends Of Rambutso (FOR) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated 

to helping the remote island communities of Rambutso (Rambutyo) 

in Papua New Guinea through community based health, education 

and conservation programmes.  We are connected to these commu-

nities by humanity, history and the Pacific Ocean with its dazzling 

diversity.  We reach out to these communities through story-telling. 

Do you like to organise fundraisers, write proposals for grants, edit our newsletter, or manage 

our website, let us know! Please email Ruud on ruud.dautzenberg@FriendsOfRambutso.org, 

or check out http://www.friendsoframbutso.com/Get_Involved.html 

Friends Of Rambutso 
 
FOR Life   FOR Hope   FOR Yumi Olgeta 

Friends Of Rambutso is look-

ing for people who have a 

couple of hours of spare time 

now and then to help us or-

ganise and/or execute fund-

raising activities.  

Activities like a movie night, 

lollies at workplaces, a morn-

ing tea for your department, or 

finding a great location for this 

yearõs Christmas party. 

You might have other hidden tal-

ents that Friends Of Rambutso 

might be able to use. Let us know 

if you know how to make fuel out 

of coconuts or know of an organi-

sation which hands out grants to 

foundations like ours.  

Friends Of Rambutso is a small 

and very enthusiastic group but 

need all the help we can get!!  

 

Postal Address 

76 White Street 

Lilyfield NSW 2040 

Australia 

 

www.FriendsOfRambutso.org 

E-mail: info@FriendsOfRambutso.org 

 

ABN 14578483221  

 

ANZ Bank Account 

BSB - 012006 

Account Number - 488143792 

Account Name - Friends Of Rambutso 

Incorporated 

 

Thatõs it from me, until next time!  

Hope to see at Batman - The Dark Knight.  

The Editor,  Ruud Dautzenberg  

From Rambutso With Smiles 


